IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

receiving a search term for a query; 

searching a network of concept terms for terms related to the search ter m, wherein 

each related term and the search term appear together in at least one sentence in 

a web page ; 

reformulating the query using the search term and the related terms before performing 
a search for documents based on the search term; 

searching a local database for data terms that match the search term and the related 
term s bas e d on a pr e d e termin e d r e lationship , wherein the data terms are 
generate d based on occurrence frequencies within a - 6^H-documents residing 
on websites located on servers connected to , wh e r e in th e pr e d e t e rmined 
relationship includ e s a w e ight factor based on a ratio of an ooourr e no e 
fr e qu e ncy of both th e s e arch term and the relat e d terms over an occurr e nc e 
fr e qu e ncy of the s e arch t e rm within th e docum e nts ; and 

in response to matching data terms with the search terms and related terms 

corresponding to the data terms, retrieving the documents from the respective 
websites. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , fiirther comprising displaying the 
retrieved documents, the search terms and the related terms, wherein at least one of the related 
terms includes a link, when activated, a further search of concept terms is conducted and one 
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or more further related terms are presented, and wherein searching the local database and 
retrieving the documents are literately performed based on the further related terms. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising generating a summary of the 
documents for the searched terms that match the search term and the related terms. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the summary includes the searched terms and 
a beginning portion of the documents. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the network is the Internet. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the network of concept terms includes links 
between related terms, wherein the links are based on semantic relationships. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the semantic relationships are selected from a 
group consisting of canonical, synonym, hyponym, hypemym, part, product and member. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein related terms are more specific than the search 
term. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the weight factor occurrence 
frequencies is d e t e rmined further bao e d on include mutuality between wordsa diff e renc e 
betwe e n on occurr e nc e frequ e ncy of th e r e late t e rmo and th e ooourrono e fr e qu e ncy of both th e 
search t e rm and th e related t e rms w ithin the documents. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

recursively performing the following process until desired documents are found: 
receiving a search term for a query; 

searching a network of concept terms for terms related to the initial search term^ 

wherein each related term and the search term appear together in at least one 
sentence in a web page: 

reformulating the query using the initial search term and the related terms before 
performing a search for documents based on the search term; 

searching a local database for data terms that match the initial search term and the 

related term s boood on a pred e t e rmin e d r e lationship , wherein the data terms are 
generated based on occurrence frequencies within a fe emrdocuments residing 
on websites connected to , wh e r e in the pred e termin e d relationship is 
determined bas e d on a w e ight factor baood on a ratio of an occurr e nc e 
fr e qu e ncy of both th e oearoh t e rm and the relat e d t e rms over an ooourr e no e 
frequency of th e s e arch term within th e docum e nts ; 

displaying results of the searching of the local database; and 

displaying the search term and the related terms. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein receiving the search term for the query 
includes receiving the search term for the query based on the displaying of the search term and 
the related items in a prior process. 
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12. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the new search term is a related term from a 
prior search of the network of concept terms. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein reformulating the new query includes 
combining the new search term and the new related terms together using search operators. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, wherein the search operators are 
selected from the group consisting of AND, OR, NOT and NEAR, wherein the NEAR 
operator is satisfied when the new search term and at least one of the new related terms occur 
within a predetermined number of words within a sentence of a document. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

receiving an initial search term for a query; 

searching a network of concept terms for terms related to the initial search term^ 

wherein each related term and the search term appear together in at least one 
sentence in a web page : 

reformulating the query using the initial search term and the related terms before 
performing a search for documents based on the search term; 

searching a local database for data terms that match the initial search term and the 

related term s based on a pr e d e t e rmin e d r e lationship , wherein the data terms are 
generated based on occurrence frequencies within a documen t from dooum e ntg 
r e siding on websites oonn e ot e d to, wh e r e in th e prodotormin e d r e lationship is 
dete rmined based on a w e ight factor based on a ratio of on ooourrenoo 
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froquonoy of both tho sooroh t e rm and the relat e d t e rmo ov e r on oooiirr e no e 
fr e qu e noy of th e s e arch t e rm within the dooum e nts ; 
displaying results of the searching of the local database; 
displaying the search term and the related terms; 
recursively performing the following until desired documents are found: 

receiving a new search term for a new query based on the display of the results, 

the search term and the related terms; 
searching the network of concept terms for new terms related to the new search 
term; 

reformulating the new query using the new search term and the new related 
terms; 

searching the local database for data terms that match the new search term and 
the new related terms, wherein the data terms are from documents 
residing on websites residing on servers across the network; 
displaying results of the searching of the local database; and 
displaying the new search term and the new related terms. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the new search term is a related term from a 
prior search of the network of concept terms. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein reformulating the new query includes 
combining the new search term and the new related terms together using search operators. 
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1 8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 7, wherein the search operators are 
selected from the group consisting of AND, OR, NOT and NEAR, wherein the NEAR 
operator is satisfied when the new search term and at least one of the new related terms occur 
within a predetermined number of words within a sentence of a document. 

19. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a database that includes data terms, wherein the data terms are generated from 
documents residing on websites located on servers across a network; 

a concept network that includes search terms and related terms that are linked together 
based on semantic relationships, the search terms and the related terms to 
locate portions of the documents based on a match between the searchable 
terms and the related terms and the data terms stored in the database, wherein 
each pair of linked search term and related term appear together in at least one 
sentence in a web page t ho relationship is d e t e rmined bas e d on a w e ight factor 
based on a ratio of an ooourreno e fr e quency of both th e s e arch t e rm and th e 
relat e d t e rms over an ocourronoo fr e qu e ncy of th e s e arch t e rm within th e 
docum e nts . 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the semantic relationships are selected 
from a group consisting of canonical, synonym, hyponym, hypemym, part, product and 
member. 

21 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the related terms are more specific than the 
search terms. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium that provides instructions, which 
when executed by a machine, cause said machine to perform operations comprising: 

receiving a search term for a query; 

searching a network of concept terms for terms related to the search term , wherein 

each related term and the search term appear together in at least one sentence in 
a web page : 

reformulating the query using the search term and the related terms before performing 
a search for documents based on the search term; 

searching a local database for data terms that match the search term and the related 
terms, wherein the data terms are generated based on occurrence frequencies 
within a fe em-documents residing on websites connected to , wh e r e in th e 
pred e t e rmin e d relationship io d e t e rmin e d based on a w e ight factor calculated 
bas e d on a ratio of an occurr e nc e frequency of both th e s e arch t e rm and th e 
related t e rms ov e r an occurr e nc e fr e qu e ncy of the search t e rm within th e 
docum e nts ; and 

in response to matching data terms with the search terms and related terms 

corresponding to the data terms, retrieving the documents from the respective 
websites. 

23. (Original) The machine-readable mediirai of claim 22, further comprising displaying the 
retrieved docximents, the search terms and the related terms. 
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24. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 22, further comprising generating a 
summary of the documents for the searched terms that match the search term and the related 
terms. 

25. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the network of concept 
terms includes links between related terms, wherein the links are based on semantic 
relationships. 

26. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the semantic relationships 
are selected from a group consisting of canonical, synonym, hyponym, hypemym, part, 
product and member. 

27. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium that provides instructions, which 
when executed by a machine, causes said machine to perform operations comprising: 

recursively performing the following process until desired documents are found: 
receiving a search terai for a query; 

searching a network of concept terms for terms related to the initial search 

ter m, wherein each related term and the search term appear together in 
at least one sentence in a web page : 

reformulating the query using the initial search term and the related terms 

without performing a search for documents based on the search term; 

searching a local database for data terms that match the initial search term and 
the related terms, wherein the data terms are generated based on 
occurrence frequencies within a fe eftniocuments residing on websites 
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connected to , wh e r e in tho prod e torminod rolationflhip is d e torminod 
based on a weight factor oaloulatod based on a ratio of on ooourr e no e 
frequ e ncy of both th e o e aroh term and th e relat e d t e rms ov e r m 
occurr e nc e fr e quency of the s e arch term within the docum e nts ; 

displaying results of the searching of the local database; and 

displaying the search term and the related terms. 

28. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 27, wherein receiving the search term 
for the query includes receiving the search term for the query based on the displaying of the 
search term and the related items in a prior process. 

29. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the new search term is a 
related term from a prior search of the network of concept terms. 

30. (Original) The machine-readable medium of claim 27, wherein reformulating the new 
query includes combining the new search term and the new related terms together using search 
operators. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the related terms are different 
than the search term and have similar meaning of the search term. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the search term includes a 
name of an organization, and wherein the related terms include at least one of a name of 
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subsidiaries of the organization, a product name of the organization, and a stock symbol of the 
organization. 

33 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the occurrence frequencies- data 
termo ar e gonoratod bas e d on include mutual information associated with th e a e oroh t e rm and 
the rolat e d a first term and a second term4 a=ffis within a given web page u sing a predetermined 
algorithm. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, wherein the mutual infomiation is 
determined based on one or more weight factors of the first and second s e arch t e rm and th e 
r e lat e d terms, the one or more weight factors representing occurrence frequencies of the 
respective s e arch term, relat e d t e rms, and a combination of both s e arch t e rm and the relat e d 
teHft sterm . 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 34, wherein the mutual information (MI) 
of the firstseareh term x and the secondfekted terms y is determined by MI(x, y) = f(x,y) / f(x) 
+ f(y) - f(x, y), wherein f(x, y) corresponds to an occurrence frequency of both the firsts eafeb 
term and the second r elated terms, wherein f(x) corresponds to an occurrence frequency of the 
seafeh -first t erm, and wherein f(y) corresponds to an occurrence frequency of the 
secondfetated terms. 
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